
How the  Camel  Got  I ts  Hump
by Rachel  Weiss

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t i m e ,  w h e n  t h e  w o r l d  w a s
n e w ,  a n d  a n i m a l s  w e r e  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o
w o r k  f o r  m a n ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  c a m e l .  T h e  c a m e l
l i v e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  d e s e r t  b e c a u s e  h e
d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  w o r k .  H e  a t e  s t i c k s  a n d
t h o r n s  a n d  p r i c k l y  p l a n t s  a n d  h e  w a s
e s p e c i a l l y  l a z y .  W h e r e v e r  a n y b o d y  s p o k e  t o
h i m ,  h e  s a i d  “ H u m p h ! ”  j u s t  “ H u m p h ! ”  a n d  n o
m o r e .

T h e  h o r s e  c a m e  t o  t h e  c a m e l  o n  a  M o n d a y
m o r n i n g ,  g a l l o p i n g  a s  f a s t  a s  h e  c o u l d  a n d
s a i d ,  “ c a m e l ,  o h  c a m e l ,  c o m e  o u t  a n d  g a l l o p
l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s . ”  “ H u m p h ! ”  s a i d  t h e  c a m e l .
T h e  h o r s e  w e n t  a w a y  a n d  t o l d  t h e  m a n .  

T h e n  t h e  d o g  c a m e  t o  t h e  c a m e l ,  w i t h  a  s t i c k
i n  h i s  m o u t h ,  a n d  s a i d ,  “ c a m e l ,  o h  c a m e l ,
c o m e  a n d  f e t c h  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s . ”  “ H u m p h ! ”
s a i d  t h e  c a m e l .  T h e  d o g  w e n t  a w a y  a n d  t o l d
t h e  m a n .

Name:

Suffix -ing

continue ->



N e x t  t h e  d o n k e y  c a m e  t o  h i m ,  w i t h  a  p a c k  o n
i t s  b a c k  a n d  s a i d ,  “ c a m e l ,  o h  c a m e l ,  c o m e  a n d
c a r r y  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s . ”  “ H u m p h ! ”  s a i d  t h e
c a m e l .  T h e  d o n k e y  w e n t  a w a y  a n d  t o l d  t h e
m a n .  

Name:

1. Match the words with their correct definitions.

a. Run fast, often to describe how a horse moves.
b. Not wanting to work or use any effort.
c. A long, thin piece of wood
d. Covered with sharp points or thorns.
e. To go and bring back something.

2. Suffixes in English are a group of letters that we add
to the end of a word. Circle the verbs in the text with
the suffix -ing. What do you notice about the spelling? 

3. Write the verb + -ing. The first one has been done for
you.

b. commit 
c. throw 
d. beg 
e. study 

a. admit                         admitting

lazy
stick

prickly
gallop
fetch



Name:

4.  Write your own ending to the story. How do you
think the camel got its hump?

5. Read “How the Camel Got Its Hump” in the
Bookroom!


